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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR
BY MARIANNE TECUN

Welcome to fall 2016! I hope your semester is off to a great start.
The start of the semester is usually so much fun meeting new teachers and
new classmates. Most students get new notebooks and special pens, and
some students buy new book bags. These are some of the necessary tools
that students need in their student tool boxes! As you begin taking tests
and submitting homework and papers, remember that the ASC is another
excellent tool available to you.
I learned about needing the right tool for the right job when I was
23 and I had finally got my first car. I was determined to never pay a mechanic if I could fix it myself. A friend showed me how to change the oil and
one day I tried to do it myself. I found out pretty quickly that the tiny monkey wrench that I was using was way too small to turn the nut. Either

the wrench was too small or I was just too weak! Either way, I need-
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ed a bigger wrench to get the nut off. I needed the correct tool!
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ASC hours…..……………...6

COURTESY OF HOUSATONIC.EDU

CHANGE HAS COME TO HOUSATONIC
By Sherly Montes, Educational Assistant in the Academic Support Center

the Housatonic community for students, faculty, and staff.
Changes brought about from the on-going
construction have consisted of office changes, such as the financial aid office being
moved, and the temporary shut down of
Lafayette cafeteria last semester while it was
being renovated.
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Plans and architectural drawings for the new
Lafayette expansion were completed in June
of 2014 and construction began soon after in
summer / fall of 2015.
The construction and renovations have continued into this new school year and have
caused for major shifts and changes within

The new cafeteria opened this semester and
it shows off an updated and modernized
look. It gives students and staff an idea of
what the completed Lafayette expansion will
look like.
With the constant changes that are taking
place on campus, all new and old students,
faculty and staff, must come to appreciate
and embrace the challenges and obstacles
that will come.

“...students, faculty and staff, must come to appreciate and embrace the challenges and triumphs that will come...”
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THE CAP CORNER
By Andrew Pelletier, Center for Academic Progress Coordinator

This month’s CAP column is about some great online programs
available to CAP students. The Plato adaptive software in the
CAP provides students in intensive English courses with interactive lessons and assessments for refreshing core skills for college English.
Plato uses short online tutorials to go over important concepts
like finding the implied main idea, structuring an essay, using
transition words, reading for information, and so on. There are
hundreds of tutorials, applications, and assessments available.
CAP English specialist, Kofi Adomako-Ayisi, organized sets of
tutorials for both reading and writing classes. Tutorials are
grouped into sets based on skill level (Basic, Intermediate, and
Advanced). Each intensive English course gets access to these
online tutorials for all students. Students can then spend some
time each week refreshing and reinforcing their college English
skills.
Plato even adapts to each student, giving students a chance to
test out of the tutorials they may not need. This way, students
can focus just on the lessons and tutorials that they can benefit
from the most. Having Plato in the CAP provides students access to a comprehensive online resource that they can access
from anywhere. In addition to the CAP English tutorials, Plato
is used for the Jumpstart and iMath programs.

Finally, Plato also allows students to prepare for important
tests like TEAS and PRAXIS. Questions about Plato? Stop by
the CAP in Lafayette A232 & A227.

CENTER FOR ACADEMIC PROGRESS (CAP)
HOURS:
(A209 & A227)
MONDAY: 8 A.M.—
9:00 P.M.
TUESDAY: 8 A.M.—
9:00 P.M.

WEDNESDAY: 8
A.M.—9:00 P.M.
THURSDAY: 8 A.M.
—9:00 P.M.
FRIDAY 8 A.M.—
4:00 P.M.
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WISE WORDS FROM THE WAAC
BY KARYN SMITH, WRITING CENTER COORDINATOR
Welcome back to a new academic year… and a new version of MLA format! Last
spring, the Modern Language
Association published the 8th
edition of its MLA Handbook.
Here are some highlights of
the changes:
 One Works Cited format: no more worrying
about whether you’re looking at a book, a magazine,
or a scholarly journal.

Photo courtesy of MLA.org

“MLA 8
provides
users with a
simpler
way of
source citation…”
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 Elements: The Works
Cited entry is composed of
nine elements, arranged as
follows: Author(s). Title of
source. Container, other
contributors, versions,
numbers, publisher, publication date, and location.
Containers: This new term
generally refers to something that holds a collection of smaller sources. For
example: books that contain chapters, websites that
contain videos or songs,
databases that contain articles. When citing a smaller piece of a contained collection (a chapter, video,
song, or article),
the container would be the
title of the larger whole
(the title of the book, website, or database).

Location: This element
asks you to find the page
number(s), permalink, url,
or doi. It is NOT about an
actual physical location.
There are many ways
to cite right: What makes
a citation correct in MLA
8? If your reader can find
the source, and if the information you give the reader
serves the purpose of your
paper. If you’re writing
about a translation of a
play, for example, you can
cite EITHER the playwright or the translator as
the author, depending on
your paper’s purpose. If
you’re comparing translations of a play, you’d want
to cite the translator as the
author. But if you’re just
providing a close reading
of the play, you’d cite the
playwright. In either case,
the person you didn’t cite
could be listed as other
contributor.
MLA 8 provides users with a
simpler way of source citation
and emphasizes source evaluation in the creation of a Works
Cited entry. Our Writing Center tutors have all been trained
on this new format, and we’re
ready to help you learn it, too!

MEET A FEW OF OUR NEWEST TUTORS

David Giraldo, computer science
major and math tutor.

Nicholas Saint, pre-engineering major and math tutor.

Josh Thiede, human services major and
English tutor.

Christopher Cavuoto, general studies major and Statistics tutor.

These are only a few
of the wonderful and
intelligent tutors that
we have working in
the ASC. Our math
tutors can assist
across the various
levels in mathematics, and our English
tutors are able to
help you write papers for classes that
aren’t necessarily for
an English course!
Drop in and meet
our tutors. They are
here and eager to
help you succeed this
semester.
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Academic Support Center
Lafayette Hall
Rooms LH-B116, LH-B118 and LH-B120

Tutoring Hours
Monday—Thursday 10:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Friday 10:00 a.m.— 3:00 p.m.
Departments
Tutoring & Study groups

Testing services
The Writing Across the Curriculum Center
Disabilities Support
Center for Academic Progress (CAP)

