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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR
BY MARIANNE TECUN
With all the election hubbub, I find that everywhere I turn these
days, someone wants to tell me what to think! The talking heads on the
news stations, the posts on Facebook, and the live stream videos available
on any browser are chock-full of messages that seem willing to do or say
anything to influence me. Although I am too old to give in to most of the
chatter, most young people are bathing in a warm, sudsy pool of someone
else’s opinions. However, YOU, having an opinion and being able to articulate your opinion, is so important for your future.
So how can a person decide what she really thinks about issues
like education, war, domestic policies, the Second Amendment and other
important issues? College really is a great place to begin the process of
considering, listening, thinking and discussing other points of view. Although most students grumble and complain about doing it, reading and
writing research papers are two of the best ways to begin to wrestle with
important issues. Another way to investigate a topic is learning to navigate the databases available on the HCC library website. For example,
Opposing Viewpoints, just one of the many databases, offers both sides of
an issue that a student can read, examine, and form an opinion. Also, for
those who use Wikipedia, don’t! Use Credo Reference, a “Wikipedialike” encyclopedia/reference database that can help focus an essay; best of
all, every source in Credo is peer-reviewed! So whether you formed an
opinion because of a life lesson, specific research, or an essay your instructor had you read, form your own opinion!
Think, discuss, read, and write. Make a strong statement. Identify reliable sources. Admit when you need to further examine your topic.
This world needs thoughtful and analytical people who can take on the
challenges of information overload in an increasingly complex world. Our
future depends on it!
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STAY CLOSE. GO FAR…WITH ETUTORING
By Aliss Obeid, Tutoring Coordinator

Here at the tutoring center at HCC,
we provide the opportunity for a rich
experience that helps students reach
their potential. Our various services
are designed to accommodate all students’ needs. Online tutoring is the
right tool that assists students to get
tutoring help anywhere, anytime, when they need it.
Etutoring is available 24/7 in most subject areas.
HCC student have access to the free online tutoring
service @ www.etutoring.org. You also already have
an established account, all you need to is to activate it.

Subject Areas









Anatomy & Physiology I
Biology
Calculus I & II
Chemistry
Math (Developmental through Pre-Calculus)
Research Methods and Information Literacy
Statistics
Writing (all Subjects)

Etutoring Resources
* eWriting: is an online writing lab for students to
submit papers and ask for specific feedback. Students
will receive work back with tutor comments and suggestions on how to improve. Students can submit up
to three drafts of the same paper.
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* eQuestions: is a dr op box for students to post a question anytime, day
or night, in any subject area, including
writing. A tutor will respond to question within 24 to 48 hours.

* eChat: is live tutoring for students
to meet with tutors in one-on-one with
a tutor in a fully interactive online environment.
In addition, etutoring provides students with an extensive resource library that is full of techniques for
improving writing skills, and links to information on
other subject areas. New resources are continually
being added.

What’s New at The Tutoring Center?
By Aliss Obeid, Tutoring Coordinator
The tutoring center strives to accommodate students’ needs. This
semester, in addition to the one-one-one tutoring, drop-in math,
mega chemistry and etutoring, two new groups were added to our
services. Both groups are drop-in, no appointment is needed.


Accounting 113 Group Tutoring is led by master tutor
Robyn Dilg. The group meets every Wednesday from 5:30 to
7:00 PM.



Biology 105 Doc Hour is led by science tutor Robin Smith.
The group meets every Wednesday from 1:00 – 2:00 PM.

STAY CLOSE, GO FAR.. WITH CLEP TESTING
Save Time. Save Money. Graduate Sooner
CLEP: College-Level Examination Program
By Aliss Obeid, Tutoring Coordinator
Most students, if not all, aspire to save money and time and graduate early! CLEP exams provide the opportunity for students to achieve this goal. Through CLEP, students can use their knowledge of a subject area to
earn college credits, for a fraction of the cost, and without stepping a foot in a classroom. Students can get
three college credits by taking and passing a CLEP exam. Exams cost $ 80, and there is non-refundable fee
of $ 15.
The Testing Center at the ASC offers 33 computerized CLEP exams. The exams are available year round
except in January, July and August. Therefore, now is a good time to register for a CLEP exam. This service
is available to both HCC students and the community.
For the complete list of CLEP exams, visit: https://clep.collegeboard.org
Also, for more information about CLEP, check the HCC’s Testing Center website
http://www.housatonic.edu/resources/studentSupport/ASC/CLEP-DSST
HCC Testing Center (203-332-5217)
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Why Do You Write?
By Karyn Smith, Writing Across the Curriculum Center Coordinator
October 20th was the National Council of Teachers of English’s annual National Day on Writing, and
the Writing Center celebrated by asking tutors and students to answer a question: Why do you write?
The responses to the question were practical, smart and inspiring:
 Words, put together correctly on a page, can
make you feel something.
 I write to read my writing later and see what
was important to me at the time I wrote it.
 I’m able to explain things better than I can
out loud.
In answering this question, we were participating
in a nation-wide conversation taking place in
classrooms, writing centers, and on social media.
Using the hashtag #WhyIWrite, people all across
the country offered up their reasons for writing:
 Beau Willimon (writer/producer/playwright):
“Writing is my oxygen. When I inhale, I breathe
in life. When I exhale I want that breath to mean
something. #WhyIWrite”
John Leguizamo (actor): “this is one reason
#WhyIWrite, We gotta make sure our stories are
heard!”
Jordan Dane (young adult author): “#WhyIWrite Because I want to see who I can become.”




Writing has the power to take you from one place to another. Sometimes, that new place is a state of
mind, and sometimes it’s a physical location. Whatever the new place that you want your writing to take
you to, we here at the Writing Center are ready to help you reach that goal!

PUNCTUATION IS POWERFUL
An English professor wrote the words “a woman without her man is nothing”
on the board and asked his students to punctuate it correctly.
All the males in the class wrote: “A woman, without her man, is nothing.”
All the females in the class wrote: “A woman: without her, man is nothing.”
Punctuation is powerful.
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Stay Close, Go Far with CAP
By Andrew Pelletier – CAP Coordinator
What do we mean at Housatonic
when we say that students can “Stay
close and go far?” The first and most
obvious meaning is that students can
pursue an education without leaving
the community. Staying close means
being in Bridgeport, surrounded by
the parks and businesses that make
this city great. Staying close also
means being close to your community, whether it is work, kids, or friends.
But to the staff at the CAP and the
rest of HCC, staying close also means
that we are here to work closely with
our students, especially in CAP where
we provide 1-1 tutoring available all
week. Staying close means that students receive our attention and focus,
getting the assistance they need. Staying close means sitting with students,
working closely on writing, reading,
and math. Staying close means we
will nurture learning in a safe space.
And staying close means we will encourage students to grow and work
independently, while we stay near,
ready to answer questions, provide
instruction, and build confidence.

“Go far” also has many meanings to
the HCC community. Working in education, we have seen many students
come and go. In fact, part of the joy
of an educator is to see a student
move on. It is both melancholy and
joyful to see students go, because we
miss their presence but are proud of
their success. Seeing students go far
with their education is a primary mission at HCC. Whether going far
means an Associate’s Degree, a certificate, a transfer to another school,
or success in just one class, we at
HCC want to help students get there.
But we also want to see students go
far in every aspect of their lives. Go
far with education and go far with
career and go far with family and go
far as a citizen of this great state in
this great country on this great planet.
Go far and help those around us. My
high school’s motto is “Not to be
served, but to serve.” To me, going
far means to serve those around me,
to make the world a better place, and
to see America’s promise of true liberty and genuine opportunity fulfilled
for every person.

sayingimages.com

CENTER FOR
ACADEMIC
PROGRESS
(CAP)
HOURS
Monday – Thursday

9:00 AM — 7:00 PM
Friday
9:00 AM – 4:30 PM

LAFAYETTE HALL
A209 — A227
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CITY SEARCH
Can you unscramble the letters in each word to
find ten world cities?
H A H A S I G N ___________________
O N E R U M B L E_________________
H A I L P A I D H E L P______________
A N I M A L____________________
A N T I S A G O__________________
N O T E D M O V I E_______________
E A S I E R B O N U S_______________
N I L T U B A S___________________
G I N J I B E_____________________
P U B D A T E S___________________

Cryptoquote

R=O

WY YDUSPOCTB R ULIIDOSCHP PTHCODTEPTS, SMP
RUZ USOCHPU SD CTUICOP USLNPTSU RS PHPOQ
APHPA DY IOPIROPNTPUU SD RNHRTZP, SD PGZPA,
RTN SD OPRZM SMPCO YLAAPUS IDSPTSCRA.

www.nytimes.com/sudoku, www.puzzlechoice.com, www.pinterest.com

MEET THE FALL 2016 ASC TUTORS

ACCOUNTNG

CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Robin Dilg
Mactar Sarr

Vern Krill
Emily Petrizzi

COMPUTER SCIENCE
Jiyan Bedawi
John Kalyondo

MATH
Blake Bennett
Christopher Cavuoto
Kevin Fontan
David Giraldo
Thereza Kalangala
John Kalyondo
Tajan Marshall
Nick Saint
FACULTY
Theodora Benezra
Mark Leach
Marina Phillips
David Platt
Richard Rizzi

FOREIGN
LANGUAGES
Spanish: Driss Mellouk
Gigi Yanez-Hamberger

PSYCHOLOGY &
HUMAN SERVICES
FACULTY
Laura Turiano

SCIENCES
Arian Pagan
Robin Smith
FACULTY
Janet Yarrow
Kyle Zander

ESL
Robin Dilg
Aliss Obeid
Gigi Yanez-Hamberger

ENGLISH & WACC
Scott Andujar
Lee Bayusik
Emily Beers
Pat Beers
Ed Fians
Emily Petrizzi
Cynthia Wolfe Boynton
Sherly Montes
George Sullivan
Joshua Thiede
FACULTY
Rebecca Adams
Terry Kozek
Karyn Smith
Laura Turiano

Academic Support Center
Lafayette Hall
Rooms B116, B118, and B120

Tutoring Hours
Monday through Thursday

10:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m.

Friday

10:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.

Departments
Tutoring & Study Groups
Testing Services
The Writing Center
Disabilities Support
Center for Academic Progress (CAP)

