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Before the fall semester began, I posted the tag line Tutoring W orks,
Invest in Yourself! on the bulletin board in front of the Academic Support Center in hopes of encouraging students to take the plunge and try
tutoring. Since the theme of this newsletter is investing in yourself, I decided to ask some students who were milling about, signing in and out of
their tutoring sessions, what they thought it meant to invest in themselves. Here is what they said.
“It means a better future and a better present. Growth, stability and
peace of mind.”
“I invest in myself by studying and working smarter.”
“Doing what I need to do to better myself. That’s why I came back
to school.”
So, let me ask you! What do you do to invest in yourself? There are
plenty of ways to relax and enjoy ourselves. We go to concerts. We get
haircuts, and we get our toes done, and so much more! But when it
comes to school, are you investing in ways that matter? Just paying for a
course and attending class doesn’t guarantee that you’ve learned. But
when you give yourself enough time to work on your project, and when
you speak to your professor and ask that question, and when you text a
classmate for missed assignments, and when you have another person look at your work in an effor t to make it better befor e you tur n
it in… this is investing in yourself while you are in college.
As fall 2017 begins to wind down, give yourself enough time to
complete your assignments. Claim that time from family and friends
and tasks that want more from you; for this moment, prioritize, and put
school first. Hold onto your goals, invest in yourself, and do what you
need to do to be successful this semester.

THE TUTORING CENTER CORNER
An Immigrant’s Dream

By Aliss Obeid, Tutoring Coordinator

When I started organizing this edition of the ASC
newsletter, I didn’t have a theme in mind. Then while
standing in front of the math room, I read the tag line
Marianne posted on the bulletin board “TUTORING
WORKS, INVEST IN YOURSELF.” I thought to myself,
“Self-investment is truly the best investment ever!” It
brings excellent benefits and brings you closer to your
goals and dreams. That’s how I decided to make the
theme for this edition: Investing in Yourself.
Thinking about self-investment, I remembered
when I left my country, family, friends, and all that was
familiar and safe to come to the U.S. Like most immigrants, I was seeking a better future and better life.
From the start, I realized that education would be my
path to achieve that, so I invested in learning and educating myself. Being a college student in a foreign
country proved to be challenging. The challenges included adapting to a new environment, learning a new

language, understanding a new culture, all while raising
a family. It took time, hard work, and dedication to
come closer to my dreams, but the investment was
worth it.
Education is undoubtedly a great self-investment.
As a college student, utilize your time, effort and energy
into this investment. Part of bettering yourself, in any
aspect of life, is knowing when to seek assistance if you
need it. There are many resources on campus to help
you improve and succeed, and the Tutoring Center is
one of them. Come to the tutoring center and use the
various available services: one-on-one tutoring, drop-in
math, online tutoring, or join a tutoring group.
Investing in yourself means to keep growing, improving and empowering yourself. It also means to develop personally and professionally, and to be healthy
physically and mentally. Nonetheless, self-investment,
like any investment, takes time, effort and energy.

Meet the ASC 2017 New Tutors and Staff
By Aliss Obeid, Tutoring Coordinator

Introducing

ASC Position

Major/Degree

Future Plans

Math Tutor

Mechanical Engineering

MS and PHD in Mechanical Engineering

Receptionist

Business Office Technology

BS in Business Administration

Accounting Tutor

Business Administration

BS in Accounting

Receptionist

Human Services

Isuru Amaratunga

Perla Yariela Campos

Maria Dominguez

Robin Drane
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Guidance Counselor or Probation
Officer

Introducing

ASC Position

Major/Degree

Future Plans

Math & Chemistry

BS in Aerospace Engineering

Tutor

MS in Electrical Engineering

Writing Tutor

AAS in Engineering Science

Aerospace Industry

Math Tutor

General Studies

Doctor of Medicine/Master's in
Public Health

Receptionist

Accounting

Accountant

Math Tutor

General Studies (Pre-Nursing)

Nurse Anesthetist

Aspiring Entrepreneur

Bryant Eisenbach

Miriam Serrano

Ralph Williams

Tuere M Williams

Sylvester Yeboah

THE WRITING CENTER CORNER
Drop-in and Write!

By Karyn Smith, Coordinator of the Writing Center
On a normal day in the Writing Center, our tutors might work with 15-20 students. But on Tuesday, October 17,
something new happened: over the span of seven hours, we helped a total of 38 students!
On the college calendar, October 17 was called a Reading Day. Reading Day is a day when professors don’t hold
classes; instead, students have the extra time to prepare for exams. At the Writing Center, we decided to pair up with the
HCC Library to create a special event that we called Writing Day. We set up six lap-tops in the library, giving students
the space to work on mid-term papers. We also had tutors and librarians on-hand to help students with any questions
they had while they worked.
Thanks to the success of this event, we’re now developing more opportunities for students who want to work independently, but have help nearby.
Starting on Thursday, November 9, we will have drop-in hours at the Writing Center’s main location (Lafayette Hall
B125). Every Thursday, from 11:30-2:00, we’ll have space set up for up to two students work on writing assignments, or
get answers to quick questions such as: Does my thesis work? Or: How do I cite a newspaper article?
We’re also planning another Writing Day in early December to help students prepare for finals. Watch for announcements via e-mail and social media!
Making the time and space to write in an investment in yourself. We hope you’ll take advantage of our new drop-in
events to work on your writing in a supportive and helpful environment!
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THE CAP CORNER
The Captain of Your Ship
By Andrew Pelletier, CAP Coordinator

Life is full of risk. I drive about two hours per
day, on the Merritt and Route 8, in a giant, heavy
machine at speeds that the human body is not otherwise capable of traveling. Every drive is a risk. I
could crash and be injured or die, and I am acutely
aware of this. Now it is not that likely on any given
day that any accident at all will occur. But it is a risk.
It is also an investment. I am devoting time, effort, and energy to
the drive because I expect to produce the worthwhile result of getting to work every day to serve
students and getting home every
night to spend time with (and
serve) my wife.
An investment is anything you
devote your time, energy, and effort towards because you expect a
worthwhile result. But as we all
know, expectations do not always
come true. We expect that a romantic partner will love us and treat us well, so we
invest time and love into our relationships. We expect that the police will keep us safe, so we invest
our money in taxes that fund their efforts. Such investments sometimes produce the expected result
and sometimes do not.
I’m not going to tell you that every investment of
time, effort, and energy that you make is going to
produce the expected result. It doesn’t work that
way. But I will tell you that you cannot even hope to
achieve some expected results without making an
investment. You simply cannot become a player in
the NBA without a huge investment of time and effort. Yes, some people are naturally better at sports
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and make it look easy, but to be a professional at
basketball, or professional anything for that matter,
you have to make an investment.
The people who work at Housatonic believe that
education is an investment worth making because it
is the best way to produce the expected result of becoming a professional at something. When your tutor
won’t just correct the errors on your
paper, but rather asks you to look for
run-on sentences or subject-verb
agreement, this is because she knows
that your investment into proofreading
your work will help you write in the
future. When your advisors encourage
you to plan for your college degree or
your job, they are doing so because
they know you need to invest in these
things to succeed. When your professors advise you to begin working on a
research paper a week or two before it
is due, they are doing so because they
care and want you to do a good job, and they know
you will probably not do as good of a job if you wait.
If you invest in yourself, it can pay off.
And not every investment in yourself will pay off
in the way you think it might. You may put years
into practicing basketball and never become an NBA
player. But you will be a physically fit and healthy
person. You might put years of effort into a college
degree and not get a job in that field. But you will be
more educated and prepared for the jobs that do
come along. Investing in yourself is hard and might
not pay off the way you expect, but if you don’t invest anything in yourself then you can be sure that
there will not be any pay off.

THE TESTING CENTER CORNER
Investing in Yourself
By Patricia Costeines, Testing Center Coordinator

When you think of “investing in yourself”, testing is probably not one of the first things that come to mind.
But consider this:
When you apply to college, placement testing is one of the first steps you take in making an investment in
your future. By taking a basic assessment of your math and English skills, you help ensure that you are placed
in classes that best fit your academic strengths as well as address your weaknesses.
Having computer skills is a great investment in getting a job in today’s workforce. HCC requires that all
students demonstrate computer skills to get their associate’s degree. Students can either take a designated
computer course or take the Computer Literacy Test to meet the graduation requirement.
Credit-for-exam programs, such as CLEP and DSST, are a great investment in saving time and money to
get college credit for something you already know. For about $100, students can save the cost of one to three
classes, as well as the time involved to complete those courses. The most popular exams we administer are the
language exams which can award either 6 to 9 credits. In November, HCC was recognized by College Board
as one of the Top 100 in the country!
If you have visited the new Testing Center in the new addition of Lafayette Hall, you will see that the college has invested in providing additional testing services to HCC students and the local community. The new
lab is one of the biggest in the college and has 39 computer stations. In October, HCC was approved to become a TEAS testing center. TEAS is a required exam for students who want to invest in a career in nursing
or allied health programs. We are currently exploring other testing opportunities to bring to the campus.
Whichever test you take, make sure to take time to prepare and study before taking your exam to give your
“investment in yourself” the best chance to succeed. Happy Testing!
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Fun Stuff
By Aliss Obeid

UV U LGKJ OJJS VAHWLJH UW UO IZ
OWGSRUSX ES WLJ OLEAYRJHO EV XUGSWO.
- UOGGQ SJNWES
threadbender.com

https://www.websudoku.com

Sarcasm.co

Did you know?
1. When switching languages, multilingual people also switch their personalities.
2. Until about 10.000 years ago, all humans had brown eyes; blue eyes are the result of a genetic mutation that developed in people who lived near the Black Sea
3. The largest cave in the world is in Vietnam and it’s so big it has its own river, jungle and climate.
4. ‘Shakespeare Gardens’ are themed gardens that only contain the plants mentioned within the works of William
Shakespeare.
5. 40% to 50% of the genetic information found in the human GI tract does not match anything that’s ever been classified before – not plant, animal, fungus, bacteria, or virus. Biologists call it “biological dark matter.”
6. The motto “In God We Trust” was not adopted by our founding fathers, but by Congress in 1956 in response to
fears of “Godless” Communism. Our original motto (E. Pluribus Unum) adopted in 1782, means “Out of One,
Many” and reflected our heritage of diversity and tolerance.
7. It takes the 3,000 cows to supply the NFL with enough leather for a year supply of footballs.
8. Take a number. Double it. Add six. Half it. Take away the number you started with. Your answer is always three.
9. Earth is the only planet NOT named after a Roman god.
10. Purple is known as the ‘royal color’ because it was the hardest dye to extract. It came from sea snails, so only the
royalty can afford it.
Didyouknowfacts.com, Nameless.tv
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Fall 2017 ASC TUTORS

ACCOUNTNG
Robyn Dilg
Maria Dominguez
COMPUTER SCIENCE
Jiyan Bedawi
John Kalyondo
MATH
Isuru Amaratunga
Andrew Champagne
Giovana De Senna
Bryant Eisenbach
Kevin Fontan
John Kalyondo
Jessica Krotki
Ralph Williams
Sylvester Yeboah
FACULTY
Theodora Benezra
Mark Leach
Marina Phillips
David Platt
Richard Rizzi

ESL
Robyn Dilg
Gigi Yanez-Hamberger
FOREIGN
LANGUAGES
SPANISH
Gigi Yanez-Hamberger

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Emily Petrizzi

ENGLISH & WACC
SCIENCES
Bryant Eisenbach
Arian Pagan
Robin Smith
Faculty Volunteer
Claudia De Grandi
Janet Yarrow
Kyle Zander

Scott Andujar
Lee Bayusik
Cynthia Boynton
Sherly Montes
Emily Petrizzi
Michael Rodriguez
Samuel Rotini
Miriam Serrano
Joshua Thiede
Gigi Yanez-Hamberger
FACULTY
Terry Kozek
Karyn Smith
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Academic Support Center
Lafayette Hall, Rooms LH-B121, LH-B123, LH-B127 and LH-B127
The mission of the Academic Support Center (ASC) is to provide a full service testing and tutoring experience
that cultivates student success. By fostering a supportive environment, the ASC strives to inspire students at
every level of preparedness to advance, to excel, and to reach their fullest potential.
Accounting 113 Tutoring Group
Thursday 6 pm – 7 pm
Tutor: Robyn Dilg

BIO 105 Doc Hour
Tutoring Group
Wednesday 1:30 pm – 2:30 pm
Tutor: Robin Smith

Mega Chem - Chemistry 111
Tutoring Group
Wednesday 2 pm – 4 pm
Tutor: Arian Pagan

BIO 212 & 211
Tutoring Group
Monday 1 pm – 2 pm
Tutor: Professor Kyle Zander

BIO 211 – A & P
Tutoring Group
Thursday 10 am – 12 pm
Tutor: Professor Janet Yarrow

Tutoring Hours
Monday – Thursday
10 am – 7pm
Friday
10 am - 3pm

Physics 221 Tutoring Group
Thursday 11 am – 1:30 pm
Tutor: Professor Claudia De Grandi

Departments
Tutoring Center
Testing Center
The Writing Center
Center for Academic Progress (CAP)

